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The Kitchen Sink Photographic Processor
Film processing becomes much more flexible if you become a Kitchen Sink Processor (KSP). Reliance on the club darkroom to process film is, in my opinion, rather restricting.

As a KSP you can process film (B&W, E-6 or C-41) at any time. You can check out what you want off any given B&W strip before you come into the darkroom. In other words, you maximise your darkroom time as a printing environment.
Equipment
· A tank and one or more reels. 

If you go for Paterson-type tanks, there is value in having the one that will take 2x120/4x35.  This gives you the flexibility of processing multiple films in the one session – assuming they all need the same time.

This is also true for stainless steel but it is very difficult finding the 2x120 tanks.

· A changing bag  - a 50cm is preferable to the smaller ones.

The changing bag can be easier to use if you put a 'floor' in it. I have inserted the lid from an archive box into my bag and gives a better environment in which to work.

The changing bag can also double as the emergency bag you carry in your camera bag.

· Measuring jugs and/or medicine measures

A 500ml or a 1000ml measuring jug is essential – ideally one for each chemical type.

You need a medicine measure, or small syringes, for small chemical quantities – such as Rodinol at 1:50.

· 3 Medium sized funnels – Developer, stop bath and fixer

·  Three bottles for your chemicals

The size depends upon the maximum volume of your tanks. 4x35mm tanks need a litre while 2x35mm on 500ml.

One bottle should be brown glass for your developer unless you are topping up with Propane/butane.

DO NOT USE bottles that could confuse someone and lead to poisoning– eg a wine bottle or a plastic juice bottle that still has its label.

Each bottle should be clearly labeled and marked as POISON.

· A pressure pack of Butane or Propane – this is used to top up your chemicals as it can significantly extend the life of developers and alternative chemicals. This helps when you are an infrequent developer of films.

· A thermometer that will be dedicated to the KSP tasks.

· A timer – a clock will do if you tend not to get distracted

· Film hanging clips –  clothes pegs that grip well will suffice.

· A plastic-backed apron.

· The concentrated chemicals

· The developer of your choice

· Stop bath or acetic acid (vinegar) or water

· Fixer 

· Photoflo
· And something in which to put all of this.
· And a notebook to keep track of what works and what doesn’t. 

· And a plastic box to take most of this stuff.
The Environment
Literally, a kitchen sink or a bathroom basin – a place where you have access to water and a large enough surface for the chemical bottles and your tank.

Make sure you cover anything that might be damaged by chemicals. Sheets of newspaper are often enough, but a plastic drop sheet might be appropriate in a delicate environment (including the delicacy of a non KSP partner).

A chilled water source might be needed in summer.
Then you need somewhere to dry your film. The bathroom is ideal. To remove the dust from the air, create a bit of steam, or make a fine spray of water, let it clear and then hang the film off the shower curtain rail – or equivalent. Alternatively, do  your developing immediately after you have had your shower.

If you live in an environment where there is lots of dust (I live on a main road), you can improve the quality of your negs by either:

giving them a final rinse in distilled or de-mineralised water 

spraying them with a fine mist of distilled/de-mineralised water – not photo-flow
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